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Minutes of Council Meeting held on Saturday 5th March 2011 at St. Stephen's Church Hall, Prenton Lane, Prenton, Wirral, CH42 8LA commencing at 2 30pm
Present

Executive

President 
Mrs J Johnson


Chieftain
Rev S Mailer
Chaplain
Rev S Mailer

Vice Pres
Mr S Smith 


Hon Sec
Mr J J Thornhill

Asst Sec
Mr R Adams
Hon Treas
Mrs B Smart
I Past Pres 
Mrs R Napier
Past Presidents


Col Armstrong
P

Mr I Black

P

Mrs R Buckel


A
Mrs M Charnley

P

Mrs M Forrest



Mrs M Hewitt

P

Mr D Johnson


A
Rev I R M Latto



Mr A McLean

P

Mr J J McMillan

P 

Mrs R McMillan
P

Mr G Penman


A
Mr S Ross


A
Mrs N Sands

A
Mr C Spence
P 
 
Mr J Stewart

P

Mr A K Unsworth
Societies



Ashmerg Society



Blackburn & District 



Bolton Burns Club


  
Bolton Scottish CDS


Caernarvonshire & Anglesey


Chester Caledonian Association


Chester Caledonian SCDS
P

Chester St Andrew Society
P

Cheshire Branch RSCDS

P

Clitheroe & Dist Caledonian


Colwyn Bay, Llandudno & District
P 
Crosby Caledonian 

P

Deeside Caledonian

 A 
Eccles & Dist Scottish 

P

Frodsham & Dist St Andrew's 



Fylde Scottish



Goyt Valley SCDS

P

Helsby & District Caledonian
P

Liverpool & Dist St Andrew

P

Liverpool Burns Club



Liverpool Caledonian 

P

Liverpool Scots Association


A
Liverpool Scots Society

P 
Maghull & District Scottish 

P

Malpas & District Scottish

P

Nantwich & District Scottish



Newton-le-Willows Caledonian
P

Northwich & District Scottish


Oldham Scottish



Preston Caledonian


Ribble Valley RSCDS


A
Rochdale & District 



Ruthin St Andrew Society



Ruthin Scottish Country Dance

P

Sandbach & District Caledonian

P

St Helens & District Caledonian



The Thistle Society Wigan



Thornton Cleveleys & District Scottish
P
 
Upton St Andrew Society
P

Wallasey Caledonian Society

P

West Derby Caledonian Society

P

Wrexham & District Caledonian
28 Welcome
The President of Upton Scottish Society, Linda Caldecott, welcomed everyone, stating that it was only her second Council meeting but that she had found the first one very interesting.
The Chaplain then opened the meeting with a prayer, stating that for every season there is a time asking the Lord to slow us down as we rush around.  He asked us to remember all those who were not well, particularly our former Chaplain, Rev Ian Latto.   
29 Opening Remarks

The Federation President, Jean Johnson, thanked everyone for attending and opened the meeting.
30 Apologies & Roll Call 

The Roll Call was taken and apologies noted. 
31 Minutes of Previous Meeting

The Secretary apologised that the attendance list for September was inaccurate and provided the amendments.  The minutes were taken as read and proposed as a true record by Deeside and seconded by Liverpool Burns.
32 Matters Arising
The Secretary referred to Minute 26b stating that the Federation Executive had undertaken a trial of the Calendar and agreed to implement it subject to the following regulations:

· each Federation society can have ONE user name to access the calendar;
· ONLY Federation societies can place details of events on the calendar; 

· ONLY events organised by and for Federation societies can be placed on the calendar;
· Federation Executive has the right to:

· remove any entries from non-Federation societies and any inappropriate entries; 

· withdraw editing rights from any society for inappropriate use.

33 Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer gave the following report



Current A/c
1390.07




Deposit A/c
3629.39




£
5020.06

Annual Accounts

The books have been audited and full reports will go out with the AGM papers.  As predicted they are showing a loss on the running costs of the Federation, and the Executive have been taking steps to correct this.  As already stated the affiliation fee must go up next year, the amount to be decided at the AGM this May. Any ideas you may have will be welcomed.  Also as we previously said the cost of the duplicator is a large part of the running costs.  We have received an offer from David Johnson and St Paul’s Church Helsby to carry out all the printing that we presently do ourselves. The executive have studied their quotation and discussed it with David, and have taken up the offer, for which we thank David and the Church.  We do have to give 3 months’ notice to the duplicator suppliers so after this it means we will not have the rental and servicing costs and we will be able to take the duplicator off the equipment insurance cover. This has already been reduced to just the regalia and the duplicator as agreed at the last council meeting.

PLI
Present cover will expire on the 31st March. Unfortunately we cannot give societies a free year’s cover again, but for this year, considering the number of societies in the scheme, it will cost each society £45.00.  Letters regarding this are going out to-day with the newsletters.
34 Correspondence

The Secretary reported that there had been no correspondence other than confirmation of meeting at Fleetwood

35 Report on Fleetwood

The Secretary and President reported on the visit to Fleetwood stating that the delegation had made points about the quality of the meal and had discussed.  It was reported that the officers met had not been very enthusiastic and that the long time contact had been made redundant and the meeting had not made much progress.   

There was a wide discussion on this topic with one society suggesting that the questionnaire was directed to Fleetwood to which the Secretary responded that Council had asked for it and that it did not point directly to Fleetwood.  At this point West Derby raised a number of issues – that there was an under-current of apathy as evidenced by the response to the Executive’s report made at Council’s’ request on holding a Chieftain’s Ball.  It was added that Fleetwood had changed when Wyre Borough Council withdrew the civic reception on the Friday night and it was suggested that the attendance for the coming Arts and Crafts Festival might be down again, arguing that it was the ‘same old faces’ at the Bowls competition.  The society asked if the Federation was on a downward spiral urging members to support the events and proposed that and annual Ball should be organised.  The discussion returned to Fleetwood with Rob Adams stating that in the past Council would vote for a Fun Day but not attend pointing out that there were only 18 societies in attendance.  The Vice President commented that in the seven years he had been a member, societies had changed but that President’s Nights was a strength of the Federation and we should not get downhearted.  Past President Muriel Forrest said that her society was 100% in favour of continuing the Fleetwood weekend and was supported by Liverpool Scots Association. Frodsham pointed out that they had young members who could not get away for the weekend whilst Crosby argued that if the Friday night was non Scottish then that might encourage more to attend, but the Treasurer responded that when there was little or no Scottish dancing there had been complaints.  The President said that we could not please everyone and that members must comment if they are not happy.  Upton society suggested that societies should send in dances for the Friday night including disco dances.  Sandbach supported Upton and stated that the programme should be more varied.  West Derby proposed and Frodsham seconded the proposal that Sandbach prepare the programme for the Friday night.  This was agreed by Council.

Maghull then asked if members were interested in having a Ball to celebrate the 85th anniversary of the Federation.  Sandbach suggested that we should start the 2012 – 2013 year with the Ball, possibly on the last Saturday in September, but Chester St Andrew indicated that most societies do not meet during the summer so a date in early September might be problematic.  West Derby proposed that the Ball be held in early November and a vote was taken as follows: September 12 – November 22.  Past President Roberta Napier stated that for the last RSCDS dance people came from all over the country and it was agreed to advertise the event widely.  There was some discussion on the venue and the Executive agreed to investigate further timing, venues and bands.  The Secretary pointed out that tickets might have to be priced around £25, but Liverpool Scots Association said that the Federation should ‘push the boat out‘ with price not being an issue.  Council agreed with this view.
36 Festival of Music Arts and Crafts 2010

‘This is the final reminder for the Festival of Arts and Crafts and Ceilidh on Saturday, 19th March, 2011 at St Hilda’s High School Liverpool.  I am very pleased to say that I received all the entries by the due date, so thank you very much for that.  The Competitors Tickets and the Admission Cards have all been written and should by now have been received by each competing Society.  There are two more Societies entering this year, the number of Adult Competitors remains the same, while the number of adult entries is slightly up.  However, the number of Junior Competitors is down by one third, resulting in the number of entries being considerably down, largely due to the lack of children at the Crosby and Thistle societies.  Once again I make no apology for the following reminders.  Firstly it is amazing how many items still tum up without the card attached.  Without it the Stewards are entitled to refuse to accept the item. Please ensure the children have attached the correct coloured card for their age group. All baking items must be submitted on plates, paper ones are acceptable and finally, please ensure you adhere to the sizes and instructions stated on the Syllabus.  Stewards are asked to be at the School at 9.00 am, to prepare the rooms.  The entries will be received between 9.30 and 10.45 am and it is expected that the judging will commence by 11 o’clock.  The Ceilidh will start by 11 30 am, with a break for lunch and a further break in the afternoon to allow viewing of the exhibits. It is hoped that the raffle and prize giving will take place between 4.00 and 4.15 pm and the day conclude around 4.30 pm. Remember to bring your picnic lunch and drinks.  The Manchester Army Cadet Pipe Band are coming to play at the Ceilidh, encourage your Society members to come and support them.  My sincere thanks to all who have entered items in the Festival.  May l offer my special thanks to all the Committee for the help and advice they continue to give, especially to Jean and Betty for being so understanding and always available on the end of the phone.  All that now remains is for you to come and enjoy the day.’
37 Bowls Competition
This year’s competition will be on Saturday 14th May at the usual venue, Wallasey Bowls Club, Marine Park Bowling Green, The Promenade, New Brighton, Wirral. The format will be the same as last year - we will play as many rounds as possible enabling all players to enjoy the day. The player with the highest total score will be the winner and hold the Federation Bowls Cup for one year. Federation plaques will be awarded for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd highest scores. Please encourage your members to enter, regular bowlers and others even if they have only limited or no previous experience at bowls. The aim is to offer a competitive event for Federation members in a different environment but to have fun and enjoy it. If you have no bowls please let me know and I am certain we can find spare sets so you can play. Last year several players brought extra sets but they were not required. This year they may be required so I would be most grateful if anyone with spare bowls could contact me then I know the situation, thank you! I am pleased to say that Roberta and her helpers have agreed to provide tea, coffee and I hope homemade scones and jam again this year for a small charge. Thank you Roberta I have not been able to establish if the parking arrangements are still the same ie - parking outside only unless you hold a blue disabled badge. I have to speak to the parks attendant and this is more difficult. I suggest when I receive entries I can then confirm the parking arrangements with the individual. 

38 Newsletter
Elsie Adams made a brief report and awarded the winners of the recent competition.
39 Indication of Nomination for Office

The following indications of nominations for office were given:

President


Sam Smith Esq





Sandbach Society






Proposer:
Nantwich & District Scottish Society





Seconder: 


Vice President


Mary Mailer





Clitheroe & District Caledonian Society






Proposer:
Chester St Andrew








Seconder: 
Helsby & District Caledonian
Vice President 


Sandra Spence 





Liverpool Scots Society






Proposer:
Liverpool & District St Andrew








Seconder: 

Secretary


John Thornhill Esq





Liverpool Scots Association 






Proposer:
West Derby Caledonian







Seconder
Liverpool Burns Club
Assistant Secretary

Rob Adams Esq





Liverpool Burns Club 






Proposer:
Liverpool Burns Club







Seconder
Liverpool & District St Andrew Society
Treasurer

Betty Smart



Frodsham St Andrew





Proposer:
Frodsham & District St Andrews Society





Seconder: 
 
40 Changes to Rule

The Secretary reported he had not received and proposed changes to rule
41 Dates and Venues for Council Meetings

17th September 2011
St Helens
10th December 2011
West Derby
3rd March 2012

Deeside
42 AOB

a) It was agreed the flowers be sent to Barbara White Chester RSCDS
43 Close of Meeting

There being no further Council business the Vice President thanked Jean for conducting the meeting.  The President wished everyone closed the meeting at 4 15pm.
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